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Editorial

Welcome to the December  2 02 3 edition of t he APCP jo urnal  –  our first wholly onli ne edition!

In M a rch 2 0 23 APCP National Co mmi ttee, in line wit h the A PCP five- year pla n, made the decision to

move t o a n ‘ online o nly’ ve rsion of the journal. T his d ecision was taken in resp o nse to f eedback from

membership and to reduce the environme ntal impact a ssociated with a print journ al. Coupled with the

move t o online, t wo  other  significa nt changes were a gr eed:

(1 )  Firstly, submissions t hat a re accepted  for publication i n the APCP  journal wi ll n o w have a 

digital object identifier  ( D OI). A DOI is a string of let t er s, numbers and  symbols used to 

identify an object u niquely  and persistently . Pr ovidi ng  DOI’s for  manuscripts and  material

published in  the A PCP journal  will allow t he m to be a ccessed and cited  reliably.

(2 )  Secondly, t he APCP journal  will be  ope n access , that i s, content accepted for publication 

will be freely available onli ne to all, wi th n o access fee s.

We anticipate that the se initiatives wi ll collectivel y improve the disc overa bility o f the excellent w ork

submitted to the journal, i mprove ci tations of APCP j ournal p ublicati ons, increa se submissio ns t o t he

jour nal, and ra ise the pr ofi l e of the journal nat io nally and internationally. It see ms fitting t hat we are

introducin g these significa nt changes, and hopefully i ncrea sing the rea ch of t he APCP journal, i n this

5 0th  year of our professiona l network.

We continue t o have a n open submissi on pr ocess a cr oss the year; h owever, manuscrip ts will be

published online a s t hey a re a ccepted, rather than waiting u nti l June or Dece mbe r a s was tra ditional

with a print format jour nal . A s before, a ll manuscripts a re subjected to i ndepend ent peer review. We

welcome ori ginal re searc h papers (quantitative a nd qualitative), literature revie ws, ca se studie s, ca se

series, service eva luation s , audits, translation studi es, quality i mprove ment reports and st udy

protocols. If you a re consid ering a s u b m i s s i o n ,  please c heck o ut t he gu idance o n t he journal webpages

or contact the journal via e -mail – jour nal@apcp.org.uk .

This edit io n of the journal includes t wo papers focusin g on posture in children an d young people with

neurodisabilities. George a nd colleagues prov ide a robust evaluation of the psychometric properties of

an assessmen t t ool desig ne d to a s sess gra ded change s in total body alignme nt de viation, the Clinical

Assessment of B od y Ali gnment, whereas Cr ozier et a l explore careg ivers’ perce ptio ns of the barriers

and facilitators to engaging in formal 24 -hour postural manageme nt training for children with cerebra l

palsy a nd other neurodisabilities. These studies prov ide evidence of t he need fo r robust assess ment ,

evaluation, a nd considerati on of ca regiver capacity in postural management in this population that w il l

be of releva nce to many AP CP member s.

We a re a lso delighted to i n clude the abstra cts of the pa pers and posters presented a t the 2023 APCP

annual c onference and h op e that y ou wil l en joy re a ding about the wide ra n ge of r esea rch and service

developme nt a ctivit ies t hat a re current in pa ediatric p h ysiothera py. We w ould e ncourage t he authors

of the abstra cts to consider developin g their  wor k int o  a  full paper for the jour nal.

Finall y, a s is traditio nal a t this ti me of year, I woul d like to especial ly ackn o wledge the aut hors,

reviewers and APCP ad mi nistrators for t heir co nti nued support, ex perti se, a nd enthusias m wit h o ur

jour nal. We look forward t o continued submissions and success i n 202 4 .

Claire Kerr
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